CHAPTER   XXXI
CLOSING YEARS
1911-1915
THE closing years of Pherozeshah's career were in some respeas the
most difficult period of his life. Struggling against physical infirm-
ities and the encroachments of age, he was called upon to defend his
position against the assaults delivered on it by an autocratic Gov-
ernor, who found in 'Ferocious' Mehta the most formidable op-
ponent of his reactionary policy. The question had to be decided,
who was to reign in Bombay; the masterful leader who had so long
dominated the Corporation, the Senate and the Council, or the
equally masterful administrator who was apt to approach problems
of government from the point of view of a military scientist. There
were once two Kings in Brentford; there certainly could not be two
in Bombay.
The stage was soon reached when the views of the two men came
into sharp conflict. The struggle began with the question of Uni-
versity reform, and was carried into the Council, where the at-
mosphere often became uncomfortably hot. The situation was
aggravated when Lord Sydenham thought fit on a notable occasion
to silence his opponent by a rigid application of the 'time limit.' It
was at a meeting of the Council held at Poona on 25 July 1911 that
the incident took place. The annual Budget was under conricfemticm,
and the discussion had turned on the question of the powers of taxa-
tion of Provincial Councils, The Finance Member, Sir John Muir
Mackenzie, had in the previous year strongly urged that the Council
be invested with the requisite power to impose the taxation neces-
sary to meet its requirements, and that the dependence on the
Imperial Government be done away with altogether. TTiat was die
only way in which financial and administrative responsibility would
be brought home to the Council and the people. As an absd&ct
proposition, nothing could be more admirable, and Mr, (now Sir)
Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy supported it at the Budget meeting the year
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